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(written over it as a palimpsest) the Nitrian Codex of St. Luke in
Greek, of the sixth century (Add. MS. 17211). And the earliest
versions in Egyptian dialects (Coptic, Bohairic and Sahidic), like
those in Syriac, throw light on the lost Greek MS. from which
they were translated; these too are well represented.
On Greek books, theological, liturgical or (more rarely) secular,
of the Byzantine period there is no space to dwell. Many came from
the Harleys, and some, the most recently acquired, in the bequest
(1917) by Darea, the last Baroness Zouche, of the MSS. illustrating
the history of writing collected at Parham in Sussex in the first
half of the last century by Robert Curzon, whose visit to the Con-
vent of S. Mary Deipara, so entertainingly described in his Visits
to Monasteries in the Levant, played a part in obtaining for the
Museum the Convent's splendid collection of Syriac MSS. (see
above, pp. io8-io).34
For the oldest documents of Latin Christianity it is again necessary
to go to the Vatican; but the interest taken in the early Church ly
the elder Harley (perhaps influenced by Wanley) led to the acquisi-
tion of a great number of Biblical, patristic and liturgical volumes,
headed by the Vulgate Gospel-book in uncial script (Harl. MS.
1775), which may be as old as the sixth century; while not cnly
Harley, but before him Cotton and the collectors of the Old Royal
Library (like Bodley and Parker for Oxford and Cambridge) had
assembled all that could be found from the dispersal at the Dissolu-
tion of the monasteries of the Church books of early medieval England;
and both from them and from later purchases and gifts have come
in a rich representation of the ecclesiastical (as of the classical) works
copied in the scriptoria established in the ninth century under Charle-
magne. But there is no class, country or period of Western Church
books in which the Museum is not abundantly rich; they may be
said to be, with English history and literature and, with early Greek
Christian documents, one of the four corner-stones of the Museum's
historical collections.
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